
Signs of God: A Study of John 

Introduction 

1. The Theme of John’s Book 

 Key verses: John 20:30-31 

 Theme—Christ the Divine Son of God. 

  —Deals with the signs of Christ’s ministry. 

 Comparison to the other Gospels: 

       →First three: “Synoptic Gospels” - means to “see together” 

       →Matthew—Christ as King written to Jews. 

       →Mark—Christ as servant written to Romans. 

       →Luke—Christ as Son of Man written to Greeks. 

       →John—Christ as Son of God written to the world. 

 First three Gospels deal with events in Christ’s life. 

      John deals with the meanings of these events. 

 Key words: Life, believe, light, darkness, truth, witness, world,   

 glory, receive, Father, come, eternal, and everlasting. 

2. Christ in John’s Gospel 

 John emphasizes the Person of Christ and His work. 

 Seven “I am” statements: 

  ○  I am the Bread of Life. (6:35, 41, 48, 51) 

  ○  I am the Light of the world. (8:12; 9:5) 

  ○  I am the door of the sheep. (10:7, 9) 

  ○  I am the good Shepherd. (10:11, 14) 

  ○  I am the resurrection and the life. (11:26) 

  ○  I am the way, the truth, and the life. (14:6) 

  ○  I am the true vine. (15:1, 5) 

3. The Signs in John’s Gospel 

       Seven Miracles—given in specific order: 

 The first three show how salvation comes. 

(1) Water into wine (2:11) - Salvation comes by the Word. 

(2)  Healing the nobleman’s son (4:46-54) - Salvation comes by 

faith. 

(3) Healing the paralytic (5:1-9) - Salvation comes by grace. 

The last three miracles show the results of salvation. 

(5) Stilling of the storm (6:15-21) - Salvation brings peace. 

(6) Healing the blind man (9:1-7) - Salvation brings light. 

(7)  Raising of Lazarus (11:38-45) - Salvation brings life. 

        The fourth miracle is a turning point.  

 (4) Feeding of 5,000 (6:1-14) - Salvation to a lost world. 

       ○ Shows how Christ uses human means to bring salvation to 

   the lost world. 

4. Faith and Unbelief in John’s Gospel. 

 Conflict between faith and unbelief. 

 Three crises points or events: 

 ○  6:66-71—Multitudes leave Him after wanting to make Him 

  King. 

 ○  12:12-50—People refuse to believe on Him. 

 ○  19:13-22—People crucify Him. 

 In the first crisis, they want to make Him King, yet they leave 

Him. 

 In the second crisis, they hail Him as King, yet they reject Him. 

 In the third crisis, they cry out, “We have no King but Caesar.” 


