
LIFE AFFECTING QUESTIONS 

 

Question 4—Have you not read? - Mark 12:26 

Mark 12:26 

This question was posed to a group of Sadducees who were trying to dis-

credit Jesus. 

The posed hypothetical situation: 

The intended trap for Jesus: 

Jesus:  “Have you not read?” 

We want to look at several implications of Jesus’ question: 

1. The sufficiency and reliability of Revelation (Scripture). 

 The concept of the resurrection is an extension of the character 

of God who promises eternal life in Christ, demonstrates His 

power by the resurrection of Christ and effects final redemption 

when He raises people from the dead. 

 Jesus argued from the nature of God, not the social custom. 
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2. The progression of Revelation (Scripture). 

 The content of revelation is progressive.  God does not disclose all 

truth at once. 

 Revelation is like a flower. 

 The concept of resurrection is germinal in the nature of God, the 

source of life. 

 He is the living God—the very oppositeof death. 

    Old Testament—presents the concept of personal survival beyond the grave: 

 Jacob—Gen. 37:35 

 David—2 Sam. 12:23 

 Job—Job 19:25-26 

 Peter—Quoting Psalm 16:10-11 

Jesus’ final answer was His own resurrection.  2 Tim. 1:10 

3. The responsibility of Revelation. 

   Jesus’ question implied that the Sadducees were not as informed about the 

subject of the resurrection as they should have been. 

We have a responsibility when it comes to Revelation and Scripture. 
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The Bible is like no other book.  Yet ignorance of the Bible is surprising. 

 Neglected by the sophisticated 

 Distorted  by cultists 

 Misrepresented  by the ignorant 

 Discarded by skeptics 

Sadducees only had the scrolls.  Today we have the Bible in print and 

electronic media. 

Car—instruction manual / The Bible—God’s instruction manual. 

 It tells us: How we can relate to Him as the source of our life, 

 Where to find strength and wisdom. 

 How to avoid the pitfalls of temptation. 

 How to plan for life and death. 

There is an excitement in the exploration of God’s Word and in the daily 

discoveries that it produces. 

We must study it. 
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Three suggestions for study: 

1. Read in context. 

2. Pursue exact study. 

3. Apply the Word. 

Ignorance of the Scripture and the power of God account for much 

weakness that exists in the church today. 

The Sadducees did study the scrolls, but they neither understood them 

nor applied them. 

Direction for the future depends on preparation done in the present. 

Have we read? 

Are we reading? 

Have we done our homework? 

 


