
 SIGNS OF GOD 

A Study of John 

Study #15 – The True Vine– John 15 

 Spoken on the way to the garden 

1. A parable.  

       John 15:1-11 

A parable teaches one main truth. 

This parable teaches us the importance of abiding in Jesus to bear 

fruit. 

“Fruit” -  

“Abide” -  

To abide means: 

 To live in God’s Word and pray (7). 

 To obey His commandments (10) 

 To keep our lives clean through His Word (3-4) 

Non-abiding (carnal) Christians produce works. 

Abiding (spiritual) Christians produce fruit. 

Progression: 

 Fruit  More fruit  Much fruit 

The evidence of an abiding life: 

 A sense of the Savior’s love (6) 

 Obedience to His Word (10) 

 Answered prayer (7) 

 Joy 

2. A commandment 

 John 15:12-17 
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 *Jesus is giving the world the right to judge whether we are born again 

believers on the basis of our observable love to one another. 

The commandment: Love one another. 

First we abide. 

Second we love. 

The mark of a disciple. 

3. A warning. 

     John 15:18-27 

The world will hate us.  Why? 

(1) Because—It first hated Christ and we belong to Him (1 John 3:13). 

(2) Because—We no longer belong to the world (1 John 4:5; John 

17:14). 

(3) Because—The world has rejected His Word (vs. 20). 

(4) Because—The world does not know the Father (John 16:1-3). 

(5) Because—The world’s sin has been revealed by Christ. 

“The world” - People, organizations, philosophies and purposes that 

are anti-Christian. 

 Christians become worldly by degrees: 

  ○ First—Friendship with the world (James 4:4). 

  ○ Second—Love for the world (1 John 2:15-17). 

  ○ Third—Conformity to the world (Romans 12:2). 

 Basic principle (vs. 22-24) - Revelation brings responsibility. 

 Two evidences—two results in abiding in Christ: 

 (1) Love the brethren. 

 (2) Victory over the world. 


