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INTRODUCTION TO THE VINEYARD WAY OF LIFE
The Vineyard is a way of life here at Trinity Church.
It is designed to help you become connected through planting and pruning and impactful through
providing and producing.
This way of life is discovered through four Vineyard Way of Life manuals:
1. Planting
It will help you to become connected by bringing you into membership with God’s family
and Trinity’s family. It will give you God’s people to live with. You will come to know
Christ.
2. Pruning
It will help you to become connected by bringing you into maturity. It will give you God’s
principles to live by. You will begin to Grow in Christ.
3. Providing
It will help you to become impactful by bringing you into ministry. It will give you God’s
passion to live out. You will begin to serve Christ.
4. Producing
It will help you to become impactful by bringing you into mission. It will give you God’s
purpose to live for.
Since each of these Vineyard Way of Life series builds on the other, it is suggested that each manual
be studied in chronological order, starting with manual one and working through to manual four.
It is hoped that this Vineyard Way of Life series will equip you in understanding God’s purposes for
your life and His Church. These materials will also help you become a better disciple or follower of
Christ!
A Disciple or Follower of Christ:
1. Is following Christ.
2. Is being changed by Christ.
3. Is committed to the mission of Christ.
God bless you as you read and study through this series. May you discover fully the life God has
planned for you!

Pastor Ed Niswender
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GOD’S PRODUCING PUPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE:
“YOU WERE MADE FOR A MISSION”
BEARING FRUIT
God’s Assignment for You
You were made for a mission.
God is at work in the world, and He wants you to join Him.
He has an assignment for you!
This assignment is called your mission.
God wants you to have both a ministry in the Body of Christ
and a mission in the world.
Your ministry is your service to believers.
Your mission is your service to unbelievers.
Fulfilling your mission in the world is God’s purpose for your life.

Christ’s Mission Is Our Mission
Luke 19:10 tells us that Jesus’ Mission in the world was to “seek and save the lost."
The mission Jesus had while on the earth is now our mission because we are the Body
of Christ. What was His mission? Introducing people to God - to seek and save the
lost!
God wants to redeem human beings from Satan and reconcile them to Himself so we
can fill the purposes He created us for:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

To love Him: PLANTING
To be a part of His family: PLANTING
To become like Him: PRUNING
To serve Him: Serving: PROVIDING
To tell others about Him: PRODUCING

Once we are His, God wants to use us to reach others.
He saves us and then sends us out on a mission to reach lost people!
We are messengers of God’s love and purpose to the world!
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SHARING YOUR LIFE MESSAGE
God has given you a life message to share with others. God wants to speak to the world
through you. You have a storehouse of experiences that God wants to use to bring others
into His family.
Your life message has four parts to it:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Your testimony: the story of how you began a relationship with Jesus.
Your life lesson: the most important lessons God has taught you.
Your godly passions: the issues God shaped you to care about most.
The good news: the message of salvation.

Your life message includes your testimony.
Your testimony is the story of how Christ has made a difference in your life.
Witnessing is simply sharing your personal experiences regarding the Lord. In a
courtroom, a witness isn’t expected to argue the case, prove the truth, or press for a
verdict; that is the job of attorneys. Witnesses simply report what happened to them or
what they saw.
Jesus wants you to share your story with others. Sharing your testimony or story is an
essential part of your mission on earth because it is unique. There is no other story just
like yours, so only you can share it.
You may not be a Bible scholar, but you ARE the authority on your life, and it’s hard to
argue with personal experience. Actually, your personal testimony is more effective
than a sermon, because unbelievers see pastors as professional salesman, but see you as
a “satisfied customer,” so they give you more credibility.
Personal stories are also easier to relate to than principles, and people love to hear
them. Many people who won’t accept the authority of the Bible will listen to a
humble, personal story.
To have an effective tool that God can use, learn to write out your testimony
or story and then memorize the main points. Divide it into four parts:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What my life was like before I met Jesus.
How I realized I needed Jesus.
How I committed my life to Jesus.
The difference Jesus has made in my life.

Remember, you have many other testimonies besides your salvation story. You have
a story for every experience in which God has helped you. You should make a list of
all the problems, circumstances, and crises that God has brought you through. Then be
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sensitive and use the story that your unbelieving friend will relate to best. Different
situations call for different testimonies.

Your life message includes your life lessons.
The second part of your life message is the truths that God has taught you from
experiences with Him. These are lessons and insights you have learned about God,
relationships, problems, temptations and other aspects of life.
Write down the major life lessons you have learned so you can share them with others.
(The books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are filled with practical lessons on living from
Solomon.)
We all could avoid needless frustration and grief if we learned from each other’s life
lessons.
Make a list of your life lessons.
(You haven’t really thought about them unless you have written them down.)
Here are some questions to ask to jog your memory and get you started:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

What has God taught me from failure?
What has God taught me from a lack of money?
What has God taught me from pain or sorrow or depression?
What has God taught me through waiting?
What has God taught me through illness?
What has God taught me from disappointment?
What have I learned from my family, my church, my relationships, my small
group, and my critics?

Your life message includes sharing your godly passions.
As you grow closer to God, He will give you a passion for something He cares about
deeply so you can be a spokesperson for Him in the world.
Whatever it is, you will feel compelled to speak up about it and do what you can to
make a difference.
You cannot keep yourself from talking about what you care about most.
God gives some people a godly passion to champion a cause. It is often a problem
they personally experienced such as abuse, addiction, infertility, depression, a disease,
or some other difficulty.
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Sometimes God give a person a passion to speak up for a group of others who
cannot speak for themselves: the unborn, the persecuted, the poor, the imprisoned, the
mistreated, the disadvantaged, and those denied justice. The bible is filled with
commands to defend the defenseless.
God uses passionate people to further His kingdom. He may give you a godly passion
to start new churches, strengthen families, fund Bible translations, or train Christian
leaders. He may have given you a godly passion for reaching a particular group of
people with the Gospel: businessmen, teenagers, children, foreign exchange students,
young mothers, or those with a particular hobby or sport.
If you ask God, He will burden your heart for a specific mission focus. God gives us
different passions so that everything He wants done in the world will get done.
Don’t expect everyone else to be passionate about your passion. Learn to listen and
value each other’s life messages.

Your life message includes the Good News.
The Good News is what Jesus accomplished for us through His death, burial and
resurrection. He brought salvation and forgiveness of sin and the hope of eternal life!
The Good News is that when we trust God’s grace to save us through what Jesus did,
our sins are forgiven, we get a purpose for living, and we are promised a future home in
heaven.
Following will be some helps that can train you to share the good news in a simple,
transferable method, but remember this, all the training in the world won’t motivate you
to witness for Christ until you internalize the Good News for yourself. You also must
learn to love lost people the way God does.
We must care about unbelievers because God does. Love leaves no choice. The
Bible tells us there is no fear in love for perfect love drives out fear. A parent will run
into a burning building to save a child because their love for that child is greater than
their fear. If you are afraid to share the Good News with those around you, ask God to
fill your heart with His love for them.
Your mission field is all around you. Remember this: Every heart with Christ
is a missionary and every heart without Christ a mission field. Their need for the
gospel must be greater than our fear to share it.
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A HOUSEHOLD CELL
A copy of this page for you to fill out is located in the appendix.

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
shall be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31)

Your “extended family” is comprised of those people within a reasonable
driving distance of our church who are not presently in Christ and a church.
They can be identified in one of the following categories:
Common Kinship
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Common Friendship
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Common Associates
____________________________________________

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
11
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PERSON – TO – PERSON EVANGELISM
How to Present Christ as a Way of Life through Person-to-Person
Evangelism
There are six basic principles of person – to – person evangelism:
1. Share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.
a.

The Holy Spirit was promised to empower us to witness.
When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth (Acts 1:8 NLT)

b.

As the early disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they were changed from
fearful men into radiant witnesses for Christ.
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Leaders and elders of our
nation…” (Acts 4:8 NLT)

c.

The Holy Spirit came to glorify Christ.
He will bring me glory by revealing to you whatever he receives from me.
(John 16:14 NLT).

2. Go in love.
a.

Love is the greatest power known to man.

Love is very patient, and kind, never jealous or envious; never boastful or proud,
never haughty, or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way .It is not irritable or
touchy. It. does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do wrong. It is
never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love someone you
will be loyal to him no matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, always
expect the best of him and always stand your ground in defending him. All the special
gift and powers from God will someday come to an end, but love goes on forever.
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8a TLB)
b.

The motivating principle of our hearts to share Christ should be love.
Whatever we do, it is certainly not for our own profit but because Christ’s love
controls us now. Since we believe that Christ dies for all of us, we should also
believe that we have died to the old life we used to live. He died for all so that all
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who live – having received eternal life from Him – might live no longer for
themselves, to please themselves, but to spend their lives pleasing Christ who died
and rose again for them. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 TLB)
3. Take the initiative to share Christ with others.
a.

God used people to take the message of the gospel to other people.
How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without
a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad
tidings of good things.” (Romans 10:14, 15 NKJV)

b.

The early believers took the initiative to share Christ with others.
Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the Word.
(Acts 8:4 NASB)
So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in
connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Cyrene, who
came to Antioch and began speaking . . . to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed
turned to the Lord. (Acts 11:19-21 NASB)

c.

We should not force a person to listen. We tell those who will listen, like Lydia.
And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a river side, where we were
supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began
speaking to the women who had assembled. And a certain woman named Lydia,
from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.
(Acts 16:13-14 NASB)

d.

Jesus said that if we followed Him, He would make us into “fishers of men.” In
order to catch fish you must go to them.

4. Present the message simply.
a. Paul, a brilliant man, preached the gospel simply.
And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothings
among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness
and in fear and in much trembling. And my message and my preaching were not in
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persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that
your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NASB)
b. The gospel is the “power of God for salvation,” not our eloquence, brilliance or
persuasiveness.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to every
one who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Romans 1:16NASB)
c. The gospel is a simple message that communicates to the heart of man, as well as
to his intellect.
For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel; and even my
preaching sounds poor, for I do not fill my sermons with profound words and high
sounding ideas, for fear of diluting the might power there is in the simple message of
those who are lost, when they hear that Jesus died to save them. But we who are
saved recognize this message as they very power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:17, 18 TLB)
5. Give an opportunity to receive Christ.
a. A person becomes a child of God when he receives Christ.
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name. (John 1:12 NASB)
b. A person must call upon the name of the Lord to receive Christ.
But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ – that
is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth
Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall
be saved, for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the
mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes
in Him will not be disappointed.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; for
‘Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Romans 10:8-13 NASB)
c. Paul gave the jailer the opportunity to receive Christ.
And he called for lights and rushed in and trembling with fear, he fell down before
Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and
your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who
were in his house. (Acts 16:29-32 NASB)
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4. Leave the results to God.
a. God the Father is the only One who can draw a person to Christ.
No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise
him up on the last day. (John 6:44 NASB)
b. The Holy Spirit confirms the truth of God’s Word.
For when we brought you the Good News, it was not just meaningless chatter to
you; no, you listened with great interest. What we told you produced a powerful
effect upon you, for the Holy Spirit gave you great and full assurance that what we
said was true. And you know how our very lives were further proof to you of the truth
of our message. (1 Thessalonians 1:5 TLB)
And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness,
and judgment. (John 16:8 NASB)
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BUILDING AN IMPACT LIST
(A copy of this page for you to fill out is located in the appendix.)

The Great Commission
"Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you."
Matthew 28:19-20 NIV
The most effective way to fulfill the Great Commission is through developing
meaningful relationships with those you hope to reach.
To help you do that, you must begin to develop and Impact List.

What is an “Impact List"?
The Impact List is a tool to help you get beyond the generic person “out there” who
needs to be reached, to the specific people you know and can possibly reach for Christ.
Think for a moment, then prayerfully consider the people in your life you could attempt
to bring to Christ. Begin building a friendship with them.
List the names of these people in the spaces below:
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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Helps for Creating an Impact List
If you are having trouble coming up with names for your Impact List, consider the
following three categories of people:
1. Common kinship
These are people in your immediate or extended family who do not know Christ.
These are people you are related to. These are your kin.
2. Common friendship
These are people that you consider to be in your circle of friends who do not know
Christ.
3. Common associates
These people are people you associate with who do not know Christ. They may be
people at work, school or in your neighborhood. People who provide you a service.
People you work out or attend sporting events with. This is anyone you come in
contact with who are not kin or considered a friend.

Praying for the People on Your Impact List
Begin to pray for the people on your Impact List. Ask God to work in their lives and to
give you wisdom on how to effectively reach out to them.
In praying for them, keep in mind the following three areas:
Them
Ask God To:
- Pull them toward Himself.
- Open their eyes to the emptiness of life without Him.
- Help them see their need for forgiveness.
- Remove the confusion they have about Him and the life He offers.
- Help them grasp the meaning and importance of the cross of Christ.
- Open the person’s heart to God’s love and truth.
You
Ask God To:
- Help you live a consistent and attractive Christian life.
- Make you authentic and honest as you deal with life’s ups and downs.
- Give you wisdom in knowing how to approach the relationship.
- Expand your knowledge so you will be ready to define and defend the Gospel
message.
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- Grant you appropriate boldness and courage.
- Use you to help lead this person into a relationship with Christ.
Us (You and Them)
Ask God To:
- Cause depth and trust to grow in the relationship.
- Open doors for spiritual conversations.
- Guide those conversations in pace, frequency, and content.
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BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
Building Relationships
If building authentic relationships is the key to reaching others for Christ, then the first
question is, “Where do we look to initiate relationships?" Ones that will give us the
opportunity to introduce them to Christ?
1. People You Already Know
The first place is one that is easy to overlook because it is people you already know.
What are some examples of relationships that you already have that you could
develop further?
*
*
*
*

Family
Neighbors
Friends
Work associates

As you look to develop these types of relationships here are a few suggestions:
*

First, it does not mean starting a lot of new activities that you do not have
time for. What it does mean is beginning to include them in the activities
you are already doing.
For example, sharing a meal, doing things with kids, watching a game, or
helping each other out with tasks around the house.

*

A second suggestion is to organize a “Matthew Party."
This is a social event strategically designed to mix your unchurched
friends with some of your Christian friends to facilitate their interaction
and do some relationship building.
Mathew Parties can range from small gatherings, like supper in
someone’s home, to large ones like a block party or community concert.

*

A third suggestion is more of an overarching principle, and that is to
barbecue first!
What this means is for you to spend time interacting with your nonChristian friend socially. As you do this, you begin to build trust and
communication on a more personal level - which increases the
opportunity you will have to talk about spiritual matters.
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2.

People You Used to Know
The next group of people is the people you used to know. This is renewing
relationships with non-believers that you have grown apart from over time.
Some examples of people in this group are:
*
*
*
*

3.

Schoolmates
Former work associates
Previous neighbors
Friends with whom you have lost touch

People You Would Like To Know
This is the group of people that you would like to know.
Some places you might find those type of relationships are:
*
*
*
*

Civic groups
Health clubs
Community organizations
Sports leagues

In this area you might consider using what is called “strategic consumerism".
This is an intentional effort to frequent the same restaurant, gas station, or store to
get to know the people who work there. These are not merely the people there to
help you. They are people that matter to God and need help finding a relationship
with Him. If you approach your visits with that in mind, pray and look for
opportunities to be used of God, it will be amazing to see what can happen.

Points to Remember
As you begin this process of initiating or building relationships with people
you know; used to know; or would like to know; you need to keep the following points in
mind.
1.

Pray
Ask God who HE wants you to develop friendships with. Ask the Holy Spirit to
lead you to these people, open the door for opportunities, and help you to assess
where they are spiritually. Pray for God’s leading.
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2.

Listen
You cannot build authentic relationships without being a great listener. This
means taking a genuine interest in them, their life, their concerns. It also means
being transparent and open with them. Most people have very few friends who
care enough to listen to them. Take the time to listen and understand and be
willing to share personal matters with them. Listening shows that you really care.

3.

Build on Areas of Common Ground
These are similar interests or activities you are both involved with. It could be
your children, the same line of work, or the same tastes in music. It could also be
similar struggles or problems. Whatever area it is that you have in common,
discover and develop it.

4.

Mention Spiritual Matters Early
When initiating relationships it is good to casually mention spiritual matters early
on. For example, if you are asked what activities you are involved with, you might
mention a Bible study you are part of or a Christian book you are reading. This is
so that later on, when you do bring up spiritual matters more in-depth, it will not
be a surprise. It also plants seeds for future spiritual conversations.

Starting Spiritual Conversations
The next area in building relationships is to start spiritual conversations. This may
happen months or minutes into your relationship, depending on your friend’s openness
and God’s leading. Regardless of the timetable, people cannot figure out the Gospel
message on their own - they need someone to make it clear to them (See Romans 10:14).
You must be sensitive to the principle of “putting others first.” As your
conversations go back and forth and become more personal, you have the opportunity to
take a risk by asking or revealing something of a more spiritual nature. If they are ready
to talk more about spiritual matters, then the discussion becomes deeper. If not, then you
both move back up to a safer level for a time.
With this in mind, consider:
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Three Methods for Starting Spiritual Conversations:
1.

Direct Method
This method fits best with those with the confrontational style, although
all styles will find this approach appropriate from time to time. It typically takes
the form of a question or statement:
*

“Do you ever think of spiritual matters?”

*

“Where do you think you are on your spiritual journey?”

*

“If you would ever like to know the difference between religion
and Christianity, just let me know.”

These types of questions or statements give people the chance to respond if they
are interested. Even if they are not interested at this time, it may get them thinking
about it so that they bring it up later. These types of questions and statements
provide natural transitions into a Gospel presentation which will be covered later
in this manual.
2.

Indirect Method
This approach builds on the direction the conversation is already heading by using
the topic discussed as a bridge to a related spiritual topic.
It is using everyday subjects such as hobbies, music, sports, or struggles that you
are both facing and putting a spiritual twist to it. For example, if your friend is
going through a difficult time similar to one you have encountered (an illness,
financial troubles, etc.) you can make a transition to a spiritual conversation by
sharing with them how your faith in Christ or a message series at church helped
you.

3.

Invitational Method
This method transitions the conversation by inviting your friend to a
Christian event that relates to the topic you were discussing.
Suppose the topic of music comes up, and there is going to be a Christian concert
at your church. Use this method by saying, “If you are interested in music, we
have a concert coming up at our church in a couple of weeks that you might really
like. How would you like to come with me?"
Whether the answer is yes or no, graciously accept their decision and then use it
to transition the conversation to spiritual matters. For example, you could ask
them about their spiritual upbringing.
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Principles for Starting Spiritual Conversations
1.

Focus on the other person’s interests and concerns.
Take an interest in their world and apply spiritual topics to it.

2.

Be willing to take risks.
Starting a spiritual conversation will almost always take you outside your comfort
zone. God honors and uses these efforts to reach other people, as well as to build
our confidence.

3.

Make the most of split-second opportunities.
Those are the daily events where you have the choice of taking the easy way out
or taking a risk and opening up the conversation to spiritual things. For example,
if someone asks what you are going to do this weekend, you can either play it safe
by talking about your plans to paint the kitchen or seize the opportunity to mention
your plans to go to church.
We need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us recognize appropriate opportunities and
to give us boldness to take advantage of them.

25
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
(Sharing a Personal Testimony)
(A copy of this page for you to fill out is located in the appendix.)

Why your story is important
You need to prepare ahead of time so you are ready when an opportunity arises to share
your testimony of what God has done for you.
Here are some reasons why your story is so important:
1. Your friends are interested.
A natural outflow of your showing interest in them, listening to heir concerns, and
building an authentic relationship is that they will want to reciprocate and find out
more about you. Real friends want to understand each other’s thoughts, values and
backgrounds.

2. Your friends can relate to it.
It is likely that your friends will be able to relate your experience to their own.
Do not discount your story if it is not sensational or dramatic. If you spend most of
your life as a “good” person, maybe even going to church and being “religious,” but
without knowing Christ personally, then yours is a story that many people will be
able to identify with. So do not downplay it. God can use your experience for there
are many people with similar backgrounds who need to find Christ just as you did.

3. Your story is hard to argue with.
When people see the way God has changed your life, it becomes harder to deny the
evidence that Christianity is true. As Chuck Swindoll puts it in his book Come
Before Winter, “The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he
cannot honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed.”

How to organize your story
In Acts 26, Paul tells his story. Although there are a lot of important details, there are
essentially three sections, or what we call “handles.” You will build your story around the
same three handles so that you only have simple three-part outline to remember instead of
memorizing a whole presentation.
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1. First Handle: “Before Christ”
We see this handle in Acts 26:4-11. Here, Paul tells about his life growing up. He
was a Pharisee, and he was convinced that he should do everything possible to oppose
the teachings of Jesus, including putting Christians in prison and even condemning
them to death.
2. Second Handle: “Conversion”
We see this handle in Acts 26:12-18. In these verses Paul relates how he came to
Christ. He tells how he was on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians, when
Christ appeared to him and appointed him to be His servant and spokesperson.
3. Third Handle: “After Christ”
We see this handle in Acts 26:19-23. Here we read about Paul’s life since coming to
Christ, how he preached that people should repent, turn to God, and prove their
repentance by their deeds.
Concluding Question
In Acts 26:27 we see Paul ask a question: “King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know you do.”
At the conclusion of his story, we see Paul asking his listener to respond or reply to
what he just said, which is what King Agrippa did in verse 28.
Unifying Theme
Finally, as we read through Paul’s story, we find a unifying theme, which is his zeal
for serving god.
“Before Christ” Paul’s zeal was misplaced and destructive. “After Christ”
Paul’s zeal was positive and directed to building the church.

Writing your story
Now you are ready to work on your own story!
Below you will find six questions to help you organize your story or testimony under
the same three handles.
Just write your answers in the space below each question. Don’t worry about getting it
“just right” or fully developed the first time through. Right now just get the main idea.
There will be time to refine it later.
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Before Christ
1. Where were you spiritually before receiving Christ, and how did that affect you
– your feelings, attitudes, actions and relationships?
Example: As I grew up, my mom had a lot of fears and insecurities that were passed on
to me. As a result, I did not feel like I could trust anyone, including God.
Note: For those of you who became Christians as young children, you may not have
much “Before Christ” history to talk about. Write what you can or you can start with
the next question.
For the rest of us, take a few minutes to answer the above question.

(If you need more space, write out on a sheet of paper.)

2. What caused you to begin to consider God/Christ as a solution to your needs?
Example: When I was in college, my roommate invited me to her church where the
minister explained that most people try to find security in other people or things. But he
said only God could give us the security that we are looking for.
Now, write an answer below to the question above.

(If you need more space, write out on a sheet of paper.)
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Conversion
3. What realization did you come to that finally motivated you to receive Christ?
Example: I had tried boyfriends, getting good grades, and being involved in school
activities. But I realized that the minister was right. They were not giving me the
security I needed – only God could do that.
Now write your answer to this question below.

(Use a piece of paper if you need more space.)

4. Specifically, how did you receive Christ?
Example: I prayed and asked Christ to forgive me for all the wrong things that I had
done. Then I asked Him to come into my life to lead me and give me the security I had
been looking for.
Write your answer below:

(If you need more space, please use a paper to write your response.)
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After Christ
5. How did your life begin to change after you trusted Christ?
Example: I did not have that fear and insecurity anymore. I began to feel more confident
and at peace because I knew God was in control.
Write your answer below:

(Again, use another sheet of paper if you need more space.)

6. What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian?
Example: I have much healthier relationships now, and I’m not as afraid of failing as I
used to be. Most of all I now know that I am going to be in heaven for eternity!
Write your response to the question below:
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Write out your concluding question.
Example: Have you ever struggled with insecurity or some other problem? Can you
relate to any of this?

See if you can identify an underlying theme.
Example: Looking for security.

Story tips
Now that you have identified some major elements of your story, you are almost ready to
put them together. But first, let’s review some tips for telling our stories:
1. Theme
A theme is the central issue in our lives that shows the contrast in our spiritual outlook
before and after knowing Christ.
The theme needs to start with a problem in Handle One: “Before Christ” and get
resolved or partially resolved in Handle Three: “After Christ.” (As we saw with
Paul’s Theme: His zeal for God and the Example’s Theme: Looking for security.)
Your theme should be personal and be drawn from your own life, not someone else’s.

2. Middle Handle
The next tip has to do with the Middle Handle, which is our “conversion” experience.
We need to keep it simple, clear and repeatable.
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Paul gave specific details of what happened. He was not mystical. Our story should
contain a specific account of how we received Christ. For example, if you received
Christ at an evangelistic crusade, you might mention it, but you would focus more on
the prayer you prayed than on the event itself. Even though your friend may not be
ready to receive Christ on the spot, your friend will have a model to follow later if
you have been specific about how you prayed to receive Christ.

3. Conclusion

We need to end our story with a question or statement that requires a response. We can
do what Paul did by asking if they can relate to what we just said.

4. Scripture
While everything we say must be consistent with what the Bible teaches, we do not have
to quote a lot of Scripture. In fact, if we quote too many Bible verses it could offend the
person we are trying to reach.
Think if there is one or two key verses that really opened up your eyes. Maybe there
is a verse central to your theme or a verse that explains how you understood salvation.
Just be careful in your use and choice of verses. This is a testimony and not a specific
gospel presentation (that comes later).

5. Language
We need to learn to convey Biblical truths in ordinary marketplace language. Avoid
religious clichés and “God-talk.” The longer we are Christians, the harder this gets.
For example: “Get in the Word” simply means “read the Bible.” “You need a personal
Savior” might be understood by saying, “You need to choose to make Jesus your
forgiver.” “Make Jesus your Lord” might be clearer if we say, “You need to ask Jesus to
be the leader in your life” or “You need to let Jesus be the boss of your life.”
By taking time to rethink the words you use, you are effectively removing
communication barriers for your friends who need Christ.
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6. Length
Be brief and to the point. Try telling your story in 3-4 minutes. Your friend will let you
know if more detail is wanted.
The beauty of using the three handles is that you can compress or expand your
story to fit any situation.

7. Sequence
With practice, you will be able to start and end at any of the Three Handles, depending on
the situation.
For example, depending on the conversation, it may be more appropriate to begin with
your After Christ life and then say, “Well, I wasn’t always like that,” then go to your
Before Christ life, then to your Conversion experience. The point is, you can be flexible
once you have gotten to know the Three Handles.

8. Put Others First
This principle is important in telling your story. You need to earn the right to tell your
story by first encouraging your friend to talk about his or her own spiritual background
and story.
We then need to keep our focus on our friend specifically by emphasizing those aspects
of our experience that will relate to his or her concerns and interests.
Is he following what you are saying? Is it making sense to her? Is he or she sending
nonverbal signals that they are confused or uninterested?
It is more important to stop and help our friend to understand than to satisfy our own
desire to get through our whole story smoothly. As you put them first, they will be
willing to listen to what you a have to say.
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PRESENTING THE GOSPEL
There are many effective ways to present the Gospel. This Providing manual will present
two. It is suggested that you learn at least one presentation so you will be ready should the
need arise for you to make a clear presentation of the Gospel.
More detail is given to “The Four Spiritual Laws” or “Four Spiritual Principles.” It is
suggested that you learn to share this Gospel presentation and then practice the other one
provided. Chose the one that you prefer in your personal witnessing.

THE FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS
(or the Four Spiritual Principles)
Salvation: How to Become a Child of God
(Understanding the Four Spiritual Principles for Becoming a Christian.)
Four Spiritual Principles
Just as there are physical principles that govern the universe, so there are spiritual principles
which govern our relationship with God.
Principle Number One:
God loves you, and offers a wonderful plan for your life.
God’s Love "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NASB)
God’s Plan (Christ speaking) “l came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”
(that it might be full and meaningful). John 10:10 (NASB)
Why is it that most people are not experiencing the abundant life? Because...
Principle Number Two:
Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God’s
love and plan for his life.
Man is Sinful "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23 (NASB)
Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his stubborn self-will, he chose
to go his own independent way, and fellowship with God was broken. This self-will,
characterized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference, is an evidence of what
the Bible calls sin.
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Man is Separated –
"For the wages of sin is death” (spiritual separation from God) Romans 6:23 (NASB)
This diagram illustrates that God is holy and
man is sinful, a great gulf separates the two.
The arrows illustrate that man is continually
trying to reach God and the abundant life
through his own efforts, such as a good life,
philosophy or religion
The Third Law explains the only way to bridge this gulf…

Principle Number Three:
Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin. Through Him, you can know and
experience God’s love and plan for your life.
He Died in Our Place
"But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 (NASB).
He Rose From the Dead
"Christ died for our sins ... He was buried ... He was raised on the third day,
according to the Scriptures ... He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that He
appeared to more than five hundred...” 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 (NASB)
He is the Only Way to God
"Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but through Me.’” John 14:6 (NASB)
This diagram illustrates that God has
bridged
the gulf which separates us from
Him
by sending His Son, Jesus Christ,
to die on the cross in our place
to pay the penalty for our sins.
It is not enough just to know these three laws…
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Principle Number Four:
We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, then we can know and
experience God’s love and plan for our lives.
We Must Receive Christ
"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name.” John 1:12 (NASB)
We Receive Christ Through Faith
"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.’ Ephesians 2:8, 9 (NASB)
When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth
(Read John 3:1-8)
We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation
(Christ speaking) “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and
opens the door I will come in to him.” Revelation 3:20 (NASB)
Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come
into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us the kind of people He wants us to be. Just
to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for
our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. We receive Jesus
Christ by faith, as an act of the will.
These two circles represent two kinds of lives:

SELF-DIRECTED LIFE
S

Self is on the throne

 Christ is outside the life

CHRIST-DIRECTED LIFE
 Christ in on the throne

S

Self is yielding to Christ
⚫ Interests are directed by
 Interests are directed by
Christs resulting in harmony
with God’s
plan
e
l
f
Which circle best represents your life? ,
often resulting
in discord
Which
circle would you like to have represent your life?
a
n
d
frustration
37

The following explains how you can receive Christ:
You can receive Christ right now by faith through prayer. (Prayer is talking with God.)
God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude
of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:
"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door
my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and
giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person
You want me to be."
Does this prayer express the desires of your heart?
If it does, pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised.
How to know that Christ is in your life –
Did you receive Christ into your life? According to His promise in Revelation 3:20,
where is Christ right now in relation to you? Christ said that He would come into your
life. Would He mislead you? On what authority do you know that God has answered
your prayer? (The trustworthiness of God Himself and His Word.)
The Bible promises Eternal Life to all who receive Christ.
“The witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He
who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the
life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in
order that you may know that you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:11-13 (NASB)
Thank God often that Christ is in your life and that He will never leave you (Hebrews 13:5).
You can know on the basis of His promise that Christ lives in you and that you have eternal
life, from the very moment you invite Him in. He will not deceive you.
An important reminder...
Do not depend upon feelings.
The promise of God’s Word, the Bible - not our feelings - is our authority. The Christian
lives by faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God Himself and His Word. This train
diagram illustrates the relationship between fact (God’s Word), faith (our trust in God and
His Word), and feeling (the result of our faith and obedience.) (John 14:21)
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The train will run with or without the caboose. However, it would be useless to attempt to
pull the train by the caboose. In the same way, we, as Christians, do not depend on feelings
or emotions, but we place our faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God and the promises of
His Word.

Now that you have received Christ:
The moment that you received Christ by faith, as an act of the will, many things
happened, including the following:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Christ came into your life (Revelation 3:20 and Colossians 1:27)
Your sins were forgiven (Colossians 1:14)
You became a child of God (John 1:12)
You received eternal life (John 5:24)
You began the great adventure for which God created you (John 10:10;
2 Corinthians 5:17 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Can you think of anything more wonderful that could happen to you than receiving Christ?
Would you like to thank God in prayer right now for what He has done for you? By thanking
God, you demonstrate your faith.

How to Use the Four Spiritual Laws
Benefits of using the Four Spiritual Laws:
1. It provides a means by which you can share your faith naturally and easily. You can
open a conversation simply by asking, “Have you heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?”
2. It begins with the positive, “God loves you …”
3. It presents the claims of Christ clearly.
4. It includes an invitation to receive Christ.
5. It offers suggestions for growth, including the importance of the Church.
6. It gives you confidence, because you know what you are going to say and how you are
going to say it. It enables you to always be prepared.
7. It enables you to stay on the subject – to control the conversation.
8. It makes it possible for you to be brief. Learn to present the Four Spiritual Laws without
unnecessary comments.
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How to introduce the Four Spiritual Laws booklet:
A. One can use any of the following examples of statements that have been used
effectively in introducing the “Four Spiritual Laws.”
1. “Have you heard of ‘The Four Spiritual Laws’?”
2. “I am attending a class and we are studying a little booklet that really makes sense to
a lot of people. I’d like to share it with you. Have you heard of ‘The Four Spiritual
Laws’?”
2. “Would you help me by giving me your opinion of a little booklet I have? It’s called
‘The Four Spiritual Laws.’”
3. “Many people have faith, but often have difficulty expressing it. I would like to share
a way that really makes sense to me.”
4. “I have been a Christian for years, but I have just recently found a way to express my
faith that really makes sense. I would like to share it with you. Have you heard of
‘The Four Spiritual Laws’?”
5. Introduce yourself and say, “I am a part of a Christian movement which is sharing the
good news of God’s love all over the world. I’d like to take a few moments to share
something that has been very meaningful to me. Have you heard of ‘The Four
Spiritual Laws’?”
7. “How, in your opinion, does one become a Christian?” After they have replied say,
“May I share something with you that helps to explain how I believe one becomes a
Christian? It’s called ‘The Four Spiritual Laws.’”
B. Be sensitive to God’s leading as to other ways to introduce the subject of the Gospel.
The important thing is to keep your introduction brief and to the point.
C. Always carry a Four Spiritual Laws booklet with you. Though they can be used
effectively by simply reading them to another person, you will eventually want to
memorize the content of the booklet so that it will become a part of you and will enable
you to always be prepared to share your faith. You may write out the laws and draw
diagrams to leave with the one with whom you have shared.

How to present the Four Spiritual Laws:
A. Be sensitive to an individual’s interest and the leading of the Holy Spirit. The simplest
way to explain ‘The Four Spiritual Laws’ is to read the booklet aloud exactly as written.
Be careful not to be mechanical but rather seek to communicate in a natural way.
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B. Use the term “Four Spiritual Principles” instead of “Four Spiritual Laws” if there is an
objection to the term “Laws.”
C. When questions come up that would change the subject, explain that most questions are
answered as you go through the booklet, but if not, then feel free to ask after we go
through it. You might say, “That’s a good question. Let’s talk about it after we have
read through ‘The Four Spiritual Laws.’” Whenever possible, seek to answer such
questions be referring to specific passages in the Bible. Remember, the Holy Spirit uses
the Word of God to convince men, not our human persuasion or logic.
D. If there seems to be no response, stop and ask, “Is this making sense?” or some similar
appropriate question to hold the interest of the listener.
E. Hold the booklet so that it can be seen clearly. Use a pen to focus on key points. This
will help to hold attention.
F. Repeating the person’s name and having him read the Bible verse will help in keeping
his attention.
G. In a group, give each person a Four Spiritual Laws booklet, if possible. Pray with those
who are interested in receiving Christ privately.
H. If someone has already heard The Four Spiritual Laws, ask him what he thought of
them, and if he has any questions. If he is interested and the Gospel is not clear, ask to go
over the 4-Law booklet again.

How to encourage a person to pray to receive Christ:
After presenting the Four Spiritual Laws booklet, there is no way that you can adequately judge
whether or not the person is ready to pray to receive Christ unless you give him a specific
opportunity to do so. Though the person may have appeared to be indifferent, he may want to
pray when he is confronted with the definite opportunity to ask Jesus Christ to be Savior and
Lord of his life.
A. Say, “Does this make sense?” after you have presented Law 4 and before going on to
explain the circles.
B. Continue on by explaining the two circles and be sure to ask: (1) “Which circle
represents your life?” (2) “Which circle would you like to have represent your life?”
C. Explain how one can receive Christ through prayer.
D. Read the prayer aloud.
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E. Ask “Does this prayer express the desire of your heart?”
F. Say, “If it does, pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He
promised.”
G. Pray. (Perhaps he would like to repeat the words after you.) Explain prayer is merely
talking to God as he would talk to you or anyone else.
1. Make sure each one understands that Christ comes into his life by faith. If he does
not believe Christ will answer and save him, nothing will happen.
2. Be sensitive as to whether he wants to pray his own prayer or to use the prayer from
the booklet. Some will prefer to pray silently.

How to help a person to be sure that Christ is in his life after he has prayed to receive
Christ as Savior and Lord:
A. Ask the questions:
1. “Did you receive Christ into your life?” or “Did you ask Christ to come into your
life?”
2. “According to His promise in Rev. 3:20, where is Christ right now in relation to you?
Christ said that He would come into your life. Would He mislead you?”
3. “On what authority do you know that God has answered your prayer?” (The
trustworthiness of God and His Word.)
B. Read 1 John 5:11-13 – emphasize the words “has” and “know” in verses 12 & 13.
C. Explain the importance of not depending upon feelings – explain the train diagram.
D. Explain that the moment that he in an act of faith received Christ, many things
happened, including the following:
1. Christ came into his life. (Rev. 3:20; Col. 1:27)
2. His sins were forgiven. (Col. 1:14)
3. He became a child of God. (John 1:12)
4. He began the great adventure for which God created him. (John 10:10; 2 Cor. 5:17;
1 Thess. 5:18)
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E. Now suggest that you bow together and thank God for what He has done. The very act
of thanking God demonstrates faith and obedience, which often results in Christ
manifesting Himself to the new Christian in a special way. (John 14:21)

How to arrange for a follow-up appointment:
1. Obtain the person’s name, address and phone number, as well as give your own name.
2. Arrange to meet again as soon as possible within 48 hrs. Try to get a quiet place
without interruption.
3. Explain that now he has two natures within him and Satan will give him a hard time. He
should be prepared for doubts, but encourage him to re-read I John 5:11-13.
4. If possible, see that he gets a Bible or a portion of The Word, the Gospel of John, for
example, and have him begin to read by the time of your next appointment.
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Definition of Successful Witnessing
Successful witnessing is simply taking the time to share Christ
in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God.

Four Spiritual Laws progressive explanation:
LAW ONE: Key Word is God.
1.

Begins on a positive note.

2.

Emphasizes the love and plan of God.

3.

Is good news, which everyone wants to hear.

LAW TWO: Key Word is man (sinful and separated).
1.

Explains sin from God’s point of view.

2.

Shows the need for people to know Christ.

LAW THREE: Key Words are Jesus Christ (only provision).
1.

Explains how God’s love provided the only way for man to know Him and
experience His plan.

2.

Explains that man’s efforts are not enough.

3.

Explains what Christ accomplished on the cross and God’s plan of
salvation for the human race.

LAW FOUR: Key Words are must personally receive Christ.
1.

Explains how to receive Christ by faith which involves an act of the will.

2.

Explains that we are saved by faith, and that we do not earn God’s favor by our
good works.

3.

Brings the person to a point of commitment.

44

Four Spiritual Laws Circle Questions
The purpose of the circles:
To help the one with whom you are sharing to identify himself or herself
spiritually.

The objective of the Four Spiritual Laws presentation:
To show a person how to receive Christ. This is accomplished only after the prayer is
shared.

Responses to the circle questions:
The two questions after the circles are very important!

1.

Question # 1: “Which circle best represents your life?"
Individual’s answers

Your response

Left Circle

Ask the next question

Not Sure

Ask the next question

Right Circle

Continue by showing them
how to share their faith

Example of Last Response:
“Great! I would like to finish reading the booklet so you can use it to
share your faith with someone else.”
After the Prayer say:
“Have you ever received Christ in the way this prayer expresses?”

2.

Question # 2: “Which circle would you like to represent your life?”
Individual’s answers

Your response

Right Circle

Continue reading - use
transition at bottom of
Four Law page.
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Not Sure

Continue reading - use
transition at bottom of
Four Law page.

Left Circle

Continue by explaining
how one can pray to
receive Christ.

Example:
"At some time in your life you may want to receive Christ.
Let me show you how you can invite Christ into your life."

Close of the Four Spiritual Laws presentation:
Encouraging a person to pray.
1.

Read the prayer aloud.

2.

Ask: “Does this prayer express the desire of your heart?"

3.

Ask: “Is there any reason why you would not want to pray this prayer right
now?"

4.

Encourage her or him to pray the prayer out loud or put it her or his own
words - God is more concerned about the heart rather than the words.
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PRESENTING THE GOSPEL
The Bridge
The Bridge uses a simple drawing to illustrate the Gospel
message.





Us

God

DEATH

Narrative
We matter to God. He made us, and He
wants to have a relationship with us.

Outline

Picture

God wants to have a
relationship with us.

(Write “us” on one side of a piece of paper
and “God” on the other.)

However, we have rebelled against God, we
have all disobeyed Him, our sins have
separated us from Him and broken off the
relationship.

Us

God

Us

God

Us

God

However, we have
rebelled against Him
and broken off that
relationship.

(Draw lines by both words in such a way
that they form walls around a large chasm,
separating us from God.)
To varying degrees, most of us are aware of
our distance from God, so we start doing all
kinds of things like being a helpful
neighbor, paying our taxes, going to church,
or giving money to charities – all in order to
get back to Him. There is nothing wrong
with these things, but the Bible makes it
clear that none of them can earn us God’s
forgiveness or reestablish our relationship
with Him.

Most of us are aware of
this and try to do things
to get back to God, but
it doesn’t work.

(Draw arrows going from the “us” cliff.
These signify our attempts to reach God
that always fall short. Optional: Write
“Romans 3:23” next to the arrows so the
person can see the biblical source for the
illustration.)
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Narrative
Furthermore, the sins we have
committed must be punished. The
penalty we owe is death, which is a
physical death as well as a spiritual
separation from God for eternity in a
place called hell.

Outline

Picture

Furthermore, the sins we
have committed have to be
punished,
and
that
punishment is death.
Us

(Add the word “Death” at the bottom
of the chasm. Optional: Write
“Romans 6:23” next to the word
“Death.”)
It looks pretty bleak, but the good news
is that we matter to God. In fact, He
loves us so much that He did for us
what we could never do for ourselves.
He provided a bridge over which we
can find His forgiveness and restore
our relationship with him.

God

DEATH

But God did for us what we
could not do, and that is
build a bridge back to
Himself.

Us

God

DEATH

(Draw a cross so it touches both sides
of the chasm. Optional: Add “1 Peter
3:18” next to the cross.)
He built it by coming to earth as one of
us and dying on the cross to pay the
death penalty we owed.

And He did that by paying
our death penalty when He
died on the cross.

Us

God

(X out the word “Death.”)
This is a picture of what the central
message of the Bible is all about. This
is what God wants each of us to
understand. But it is not enough for us
to just know about this, or even agree
with it. We have to act on it. God
wants us to move over to the other
side.

One last thing. It is not
enough just to know this,
we have to act on it by
admitting that we have
rebelled, and that we want
His forgiveness and
leadership.

DEATH



We do this by humbly admitting to
God that we have rebelled against Him,
and that we need his forgiveness and
leadership. With our sins pardoned
and our debt paid, our relationship with
God is firmly established because we
are immediately adopted into His
family as His son or daughter.


Us

God

DEATH
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Narrative
(While explaining this, draw a stick
figure on the “Us” side of the chasm,
then an arrow from the stick figure to
the “God” side of the chasm, then
another figure on the “God” side of
the chasm. Optional: Add “John
1:12.”)
(At this point, ask them if the
illustration makes sense to them, or if
there is any part of it that they would
like to discuss. Finally, ask them
where they are on the drawing and, if
they seem open, whether they would
like to move over the bridge by making
Christ their forgiver, leader and
friend.)

Outline

Picture

Concluding Questions:
• Does this make sense to
you?
• Where do you think you
are?
• Is there any reason why
you wouldn’t want to
cross over to the other
side?




Us

God

DEATH

(Note: If they are not ready it may be
helpful to write in the 4 verses
mentioned above, and give them the
diagram to study and think about.)

Taken from “Becoming a Contagious Christian”
Session 5 “Presenting the Gospel,” p. 65-67
Willow Creek Resources,
Zondervan Press
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ANSWERING OBJECTIONS
On the following pages are frequent questions and objections raised on the part of people that
do not know Christ. Below each question or objection are possible answers or responses.
1. Don’t all the religions basically teach the same things, but just use different names
for God?
•

When you look beneath the surface, you’ll find out that there are major
differences between the religions – even including contradictions about who God
is. For example, some forms of Buddhism don’t even teach that there is a God;
Hinduism teaches that God exists and that everything is part of Him; Christianity
teaches that God exists, but that He is separate from all He has created. These are
mutually exclusive definitions that cannot possibly be descriptive of the same
God.

•

Other religions generally view Jesus as being on more or less the same level as
other prophets from God, not as who He claimed to be: the unique incarnation of
God who came to earth as a man (John 1:1, 14; John 8:24; Phil. 2:5-11).

•

Other religions deny the biblical teaching that Jesus’ ultimate mission was to give
His life on the cross as a payment for our sins (Matthew 20:28). They also
overlook the fact that of all the religions in history with leaders claiming to be
prophets from God, Jesus alone backed up His claims by rising from the dead.

•

In both the Old Testament and New Testament days there were other religions in
existence, and these were clearly not viewed by the biblical writers as acceptable
alternatives. (Numbers 25:3-5; 1 Kings 18:16-40; and 1 Cor. 10:20).
(For further information about various religions and sects, see The Kingdom of
the Cults, by Walter Martin; Cults, World Religions, and the Occult, by
Kenneth Boa; and Dissonant Voices, by Harold Netland.)

2.

As long as each person is genuinely sincere, what difference does it make what
they believe?
•

The problem is that sincerely believing something doesn’t make it true. You can
be sincere, but sincerely wrong. This was illustrated on the video by pointing out
that people who get on an airplane that later crashes may be sincere in their belief
that they will be safe, but their sincerity doesn’t change what is actually going to
happen. Our beliefs – no matter how deeply held – have no effect on reality.

•

This is true in all areas of life. Sincerely believing it is safe to cross the road
doesn’t help you if there’s traffic coming. Thinking the speed limit is 65 when
it’s 45 won’t prevent you from getting a ticket for speeding. And strongly
holding to your beliefs about God doesn’t make them true
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•

Sincerity did not change the facts or the outcome for the people in situations like
the mass suicides of the Jim Jones cult in Guyana in the early 1980s or, more
recently, the David Koresh cult in Waco, Texas.

•

What counts is not the sincerity of our faith, but the object of our faith. We need
to ask ourselves, “Is what I’m trusting in really trustworthy?” Then do our
homework to find out whether it is or is not. We need to heed the advice given in
the Bible in 1 Thessalonians 5:21: “Test everything. Hold on to the good.”
For further information, read Chapter 1, questions 4, in Give Me an Answer, by
Cliffe Knechtle.

3.

Isn’t it narrow-minded for Christians to think that they’re right and everyone
else is wrong?
•

It’s not narrow-minded if you’ve looked into it and found that Christianity proves
itself trustworthy in ways that other religions and viewpoints do not.

•

Wisdom often leads us to follow a certain course of action over the many other
options. For example, when our family doctor prescribes a medication to help us
get well, it’s not narrow-minded to accept their advice, even though we know
there are psychic healers and tribal witch-doctors who would urge a different
approach. The question is, who has credentials we can trust?

•

Remember that the argument is not really with us – it was Jesus Himself who said
boldly in John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”

•

When someone condemns our views for being exclusive, that person is, at that
very moment, doing the very thing they are condemning by excluding our beliefs.
The important question is whether or not we have good reason to accept our
position over all of the other options.

•

Avoid confusing truth and tolerance – they are two very different things. We
should hold strongly to what we believe and communicate it clearly, but also
support the right of others to disagree with our viewpoint.
For further information read Chapter 2 in Reason to Believe, by R.C. Sproul.

4.

What credentials back up the claims of Christianity? Is there any good evidence
to support it?
•

There were detailed prophecies written about Jesus hundreds of years before he
was born. No ordinary person could fulfill these, but He fulfilled every one of
them.
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•

Examples include Isaiah 53, which predicted almost 800 years prior to the events
that the Messiah would be rejected, that He would “carry our sorrows,” that He
would pay for our sins (it says in verse 5 that He would be “pierced for our
transgressions” – this was hundreds of years before crucifixion had been invented
as a method of executing criminals), and that he would come back to life (verse
11). Other key passages include Psalm 22, which predicts details of Jesus’
crucifixion, including that His hands and His feet would be pierced (verse 16);
and Micah 5:2, which announced that He would be born in Bethlehem.

•

And there’s other evidence, like His miracles, which have been documented …
and His teachings. He not only taught the highest moral standards, He also lived
them. And He predicted that He would come back to life after He died on the
cross … and He did it!

•

Jesus’ actions were so completely consistent with His high moral teachings that
when His opponents wanted to accuse Him of wrongdoing, they had to make up
things that weren’t true. For example, at the “trial” before they crucified Jesus,
they relied heavily on false accusations to build their case against Him (Mark
14:56-69). Earlier, He even challenged them by saying, “Can any of you prove
me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46). His point was clear – they could not do so, nor
has anyone else been able to throughout history. This is in stark contrast to every
other person who has even walked the planet, including religious leaders. Jesus
alone was blameless.

•

Jesus’ miracles were done openly and in broad daylight. They were observed by
His supporters as well as His detractors. So compelling was the evidence that His
opponents never challenged whether He had done them, only the appropriateness
of how He had done them! For example, when He healed a man’s withered hand,
they criticized Him for doing so on the Sabbath day (Matthew 12:9-14). Their
accusation itself proved that He had actually performed the miracle, which was
evidence that He was who He claimed to be: the Son of God (John 10:38).

•

Jesus’ greatest miracle – the one on which He staked all of His claims – was His
resurrection from the dead (John 2:19-22). The historical record shows that He
really did rise from the dead. His disciples, who doubted at first, saw and talked
with Him on numerous occasions after the resurrection. This alone can account
for the way they moved from fearfully hiding in the shadows to boldly testifying
in public, even when it meant risking – and eventually losing – their lives. It was
an appearance of this same risen Christ that turned Saul, the enemy of
Christianity, into Paul, the greatest missionary for Christ who ever lived.
Also, Jesus’ resurrection is supported by the fact that His body vanished from His
carefully guarded tomb. The Jewish and Roman leaders would have quickly
squelched the talk of a risen Messiah if they had been able to point to His
crucified body and reassure the people that He was still dead. But they couldn’t,
because He had risen, and there was no body to be found!
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For further information read More Than a Carpenter, by Josh McDowell; Know
Why You Believe, by Paul Little; and Reasonable Faith, by William Lane Craig.
5.

What makes you so confident that the Bible is true? It has so many authors, so
many translations, and was written over so many years – there must be mistakes!
•

If we don’t have a succinct answer at our fingertips or when it doesn’t seem like
an ideal time and place to go into it, it’s okay to defer to reliable sources of
information, such as a credible book or teacher or, if it seems preferable, to tell
them that we would like to study the question and talk with them more about it in
a few days. Our friend is more concerned about getting a good answer than an
instant one.

•

Encourage your friend to read the Bible for him/herself and see if God might
speak to him/her through it. One of the most effective ways to help someone see
that the Bible really is God’s word is to get them to read it for themselves. It will
help them get rid of their stereotypes concerning its contents, show them how
relevant its teachings are, provide an environment in which the Holy Spirit can
powerfully work to convict them of their need, and point them toward the truth.
Generally, it is a good idea to direct them to the New Testament as a place to start
reading.

•

If there really is a God like the one the Bible describes, then it would be no
problem for Him to guide many different writers in different lands and different
times to faithfully record His message. That, in fact, is what the Bible claims He
did (2 Peter 1:20-21). An examination of the Bible itself bears this out. The
consistency of the message from Genesis through the book of Revelation is
astonishing. Most of what people call “contradictions” are easily explained with a
little study and reflection. Further, the fact that there are superficial differences in
the way the biblical eyewitnesses described what they saw is just further evidence
that their testimonies are trustworthy. In other words, they made no effort to “get
their stories straight” – they just told what had happened as they saw it. Also, a
comparison of the “different translations” will show that they generally just use
different words to say the same things.

•

Jesus Himself endorsed the Bible as the “Word of God” (Matthew 15:6).
Repeatedly, He appealed to its authority by saying, “It is written.” In the Sermon
on the Mount he said that “until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished” (Matthew 5:18). In John 10:35 He said,
“Scripture cannot be broken.” Since most people say that Jesus was at least a
good teacher, we ought to urge them to take seriously what He taught concerning
the Bible.
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•

The reliability of the Bible is strongly supported by history, geography,
archaeology, and science. No other religious book enjoys this kind of broad
support. Study in these areas has changed the minds of many skeptics who
doubted the validity of Christianity, including Lee Strobel, one of the authors of
this course (you can read the details of what convinced him to turn from atheism
to Christianity in his book, Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary).
For further information read the section on “Questions about the Bible” in When
Skeptics Ask, by Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks. Also, to address alleged
contradictions in the Bible see When Critics Ask, by Norman Geisler and
Thomas Howe, and Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, by Gleason Archer.

6.

How do you know that God exists?
•

Scientific research points to the order in the universe, and that it is precisely
suited for human life. One of many examples of this is that even the slightest
variation in the tilt of the earth’s axis would result in our either freezing or
burning up.

•

We see order in the human body. We know that something as complex as a
wristwatch had to have been made by an intelligent designer. But the hand that
wears the watch is far more complex than the watch is, so it certainly must have
been made by an intelligent designer. Think how much more this must be true of
the whole human body!

•

Written history – both inside and outside the Bible (including Jewish, Roman,
Greek and other sources) – support the miraculous events surrounding the life of
Jesus. Examples include His fulfilling prophecies recorded hundreds of years
earlier, performing miracles in broad daylight in front of both followers and
detractors, and His ultimate miracle, rising from the dead three days after He was
brutally put to death on a cross.

•

Point to the hard-to-argue-with fact that God has changed your life. It is a change
hard to account for in any other way than by pointing to Him.

•

Other arguments can by given, such as God being the only adequate cause for the
existence of the universe (otherwise it was either eternal itself or it produced itself
out of nothing), and God being the only adequate source of morality among
humans (otherwise nothing is really right or wrong – we are only left with
preferences). But most people don’t need to be overwhelmed with reasons as
much as to know that you have thought through this important question and
accept God’s existence for reasons – not on blind faith.
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For further information read Can a Man Live Without God?, by Ravi Zacharias;
The Creator and the Cosmos, by High Ross; and Scaling the Secular City, by
J.P. Moreland.

7.

If a loving and powerful God really exists, why doesn’t He do something about all
of the evil in the world?
•

This is a difficult question that I still struggle with at times. One thing that has
helped me with it, though, is the realization that the evil isn’t all out there. There
is evil in me and in you, too. If God decided to get rid of all of the evil, He’d
have to destroy us as well.

•

God created us with the ability to love and follow Him or to reject and turn away
from Him. We chose to rebel against Him and to follow our own inclinations.
Romans 3:23 explains that we “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
and Romans 6:23 adds that “the wages of sin is death …” Knowing that we are
all part of “the evil” that people say “God should do something about” gives us a
new and important perspective.

•

The Bible does say that God will one day judge all evil. Bur right now, He is
patiently giving us an opportunity to turn to Him and receive the forgiveness and
life that He offers.

•

God promises that He will put an end to evil. But He hasn’t done so yet. He’s
waiting, because we matter to Him and He wants more of us to turn to Him. The
Bible says in 2 Peter 3:9b, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance.” But we must not take His patience for
granted – there’s no way of knowing how long we’ll have to receive His mercy
and forgiveness.

•

Contrary to what we might first think, the existence of evil should lead us toward
belief in God, not away from it. If there were no God, then there would be no
standard of right and wrong. We would have come into existence by chance, and
whatever we do would have no meaning or moral value, positive or negative.
Some people claim to believe that to be the case, but it’s impossible for them to
consistently live out that belief. As soon as they protest that someone has
“wronged” them or that something is “unfair,” they betray their belief in standards
that are ultimately above all of us – standards that come not from ourselves, but
from the One who made us.
For further information read the section on “Questions about Evil” in When
Skeptics Ask, by Norman Geisler; and The Problem of Pain, by C.S. Lewis.

56

8.

What about innocent people who suffer, like little children? Why doesn’t God do
something to help them?
•

Respond personally, if possible, illustrating a kind of situation we sometimes face
that makes us choose whether to turn to God or away from Him. Don’t claim to
understand all the “whys” of what happens, but affirm that God is there to meet us
in our pain.

•

Avoid giving simplistic answers to this very difficult question. Many times people
raise it out of their own pain more than out of a desire to hear a rational answer.
Often their need is for Christian care, not Christian answers.

•

Explain that God understands what we go through – His Son had suffered, too,
when He came to earth. This can help us open up to and experience God’s comfort
and support.

•

To God, the suffering caused by evil is not some abstract idea. Remember that God
came to earth as a man for the purpose of taking our evil and its penalty on His back
when He died on the cross. In 1 Peter 2:24 it says, “He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed.” The truth is, Christ suffered under evil in ways that
none of us ever will.

•

Mention that the Bible is realistic about the condition of the world we live in.

•

In an age where so many religions and philosophies are trying to convince us that
things are getting better and better, or that evil isn’t real, it’s heartening to see how
realistic the Bible is about the world around us. Just watch the six o’clock news or
look at some of the struggles in your own life and you’ll see how accurate Jesus
was when He said in John 16:33, “In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” Suffering certainly is a problem, but we see
Christianity’s credibility in that it accurately and honestly portrays that problem.

•

Point out that most of the evil in the world stems from people hurting other people –
something God tells us not to do! He could stop us from harming each other, but
He’d have to limit or take away our freedom to do it. Needless to say, most people
are not interested in having God limit their independence. For His own reasons,
God lets us choose which way to go in the hope that many of us will turn from our
self-centeredness to follow Him.
For further information read Chapter 10 in Know Why You Believe, by Paul Little;
and When God Doesn’t Make Sense, by James Dobson.
Taken from “Becoming a Contagious Christian”
Session 8 “Objection!” p. 90-99, 102-107
Willow Creek Resources, Zondervan Press
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APPENDIX

60

AN HOUSEHOLD CELL
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
shall be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31)

Your “extended family” is comprised of those people within a reasonable driving

distance of our church who are not presently in Christ and a church.
They can be identified in one of the following categories:
Common kinship
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Common friendship
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Common associates
_________________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________
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BUILDING AN IMPACT LIST
The Great Commission
"Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."
Matthew 28:19-20
The most effective way to fulfill the Great Commission is through developing
meaningful
relationships with those you hope to reach.
To help you do that, you must begin to develop and Impact List.

What is an “Impact List"?
The Impact List is a tool to help you get beyond the generic person “out there” who
needs to be reached, to the specific people you know and can possibly reach for Christ.
Think for a moment, then prayerfully consider the people in your life you could attempt
to bring to Christ. Begin building a friendship with them.
List the names of these people in the spaces below:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
(Sharing a Personal Testimony)
Why your story is important?
You need to prepare ahead of time so you are ready when an opportunity arises to
share your testimony of what God has done for you.
Here are some reasons why your story is so important:
1. Your friends are interested.
A natural outflow of your showing interest in them, listening to heir concerns, and
building an authentic relationship is that they will want to reciprocate and find out
more about you. Real friends want to understand each other’s thoughts, values and
backgrounds.
1. Your friends can relate to it.
It is likely that your friends will be able to relate your experience to their own.
Do not discount your story if it is not sensational or dramatic. If you spend most of
your life as a “good” person, maybe even going to church and being “religious,” but
without knowing Christ personally, then yours is a story that many people will be
able to identify with. So do not downplay it. God can use your experience for there
are many people with similar backgrounds who need to find Christ just as you did.
2. Your story is hard to argue with.
When people see the way God has changed your life, it becomes harder to deny the
evidence that Christianity is true. As Chuck Swindoll puts it in his book “Come
Before Winter,” “The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he
cannot honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed.”

How to organize your story.
In Acts 26, Paul tells his story. Although there are a lot of important details, there are
essentially three sections, or what we call “handles.” You will build your story around the
same three handles so that you only have simple three-part outline to remember instead of
memorizing a whole presentation.
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1. First Handle: “Before Christ”
We see this handle in Acts 26:4-11. Here, Paul tells about his life growing up. He
was a Pharisee, and he was convinced that he should do everything possible to oppose
the teachings of Jesus, including putting Christians in prison and even condemning
them to death.
2. Second Handle: “Conversion”
We see this handle in Acts 26:12-18. In these verses Paul relates how he came to
Christ. He tells how he was on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians, when
Christ appeared to him and appointed him to be His servant and spokesperson.
3. Third Handle: “After Christ”
We see this handle in Acts 26:19-23. Here we read about Paul’s life since coming to
Christ, how he preached that people should repent, turn to God, and prove their
repentance by their deeds.
Concluding Question
In Acts 26:27 we see Paul ask a question: “King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know you do.”
At the conclusion of his story, we see Paul asking his listener to respond or reply to
what he just said, which is what King Agrippa did in verse 28.
Unifying Theme
Finally, as we read through Paul’s story, we find a unifying theme, which is his zeal for
serving God.
“Before Christ” Paul’s zeal was misplaced and destructive. “After Christ” Paul’s zeal
was positive and directed to building the church.

Writing your story
Now you are ready to work on your own story!
Below you will find six questions to help you organize your story or testimony under
the same three handles.
Just write your answers in the space below each question. Don’t worry about getting it
“just right” or fully developed the first time through. Right now just get the main idea.
There will be time to refine it later.
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Before Christ
1. Where were you spiritually before receiving Christ, and how did that affect you
– your feelings, attitudes, actions and relationships?
Example: As I grew up, my mom had a lot of fears and insecurities that were passed on
to me. As a result, I did not feel like I could trust anyone, including God.
Note: For those of you who became Christians as young children, you may not have
much “Before Christ” history to talk about. Write what you can or you can start with
the next question.
For the rest of us, take a few minutes to answer the above question.

(If you need more space, write out on a sheet of paper.)

2. What caused you to begin to consider God/Christ as a solution to your needs?
Example: When I was in college, my roommate invited me to her church where the
minister explained that most people try to find security in other people or things. But he
said only God could give us the security that we are looking for.
Now, write an answer below to the question above.
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(If you need more space, write out on a sheet of paper.)

Conversion
3. What realization did you come to that finally motivated you to receive Christ?
Example: I had tried boyfriends, getting good grades, and being involved in school
activities. But I realized that the minister was right. They were not giving me the
security I needed – only God could do that.
Now write your answer to this question below.

(Use a piece of paper if you need more space.)
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4. Specifically, how did you receive Christ?
Example: I prayed and asked Christ to forgive me for all the wrong things that I had
done. Then I asked Him to come into my life to lead me and give me the security I had
been looking for.
Write your answer below:

(If you need more space, please use a paper to write your response.)
After Christ
5. How did your life begin to change after you trusted Christ?
Example: I did not have that fear and insecurity anymore. I began to feel more confident
and at peace because I knew God was in control.
Write your answer below:

(Again, use another sheet of paper if you need more space.)
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6. What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian?
Example: I have much healthier relationships now, and I’m not as afraid of failing as I
used to be. Most of all I now know that I am going to be in heaven for eternity!
Write your response to the question below:

Write out your concluding question.
Example: Have you ever struggled with insecurity or some other problem? Can you
relate to any of this?

See if you can identify an underlying theme.
Example: Looking for security.
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